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An international multi-stakeholder organization to 
Improve and accelerate new drug development 

for children and adolescents with cancer

A patient centric organisation to solve problems

Created in 2015



Strategy

Principles

Å Identify a problem together  (annual 
conference)

Å Understand the issue in an open 
multi-stakeholder dialogue

Å No blame ! No shame!
Å Generate data
Å Find solutions
Å Implement solutions



²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ƴŜǿ ŘǊǳƎǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊΧ
BUT: Current paradox

ADULTS CHILDREN



Strategy

Challenges

Important changes needed to accelerate 
development of new medicines

Å Development of anti-cancer medicines 
for children should be driven by an 
ŀƎŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
than by its adult condition

Å New drugs with high potential for 
benefit must be quickly assessed and 
evaluated in children and adolescents -
delay  currently (median 6.5 years) 
first-in-human trials to the start of 
first-in-child trials

28 of 169 (16.6%) approved anticancer 
medicines paediatric indication

None for CNS tumours, Ewings sarcoma, 
rhabdomyosarcoma.
One neuroblastoma



Annual Conference
To share, brainstorm and 
identify issues and topics

Paediatric Strategy Forums
To facilitate prioritisation

Working Groups
To deliver solutions

Policy
To monitor changes in the 

regulatory landscape

Education
For patients, advocates, 

researchers, industry



Already present in 2020

New entries

International participation

ACCELERATE initiative in 
Australia/New Zealand & 

Canada & Japan
Health Canada starting to 

work on paediatric  
regulations



ACCELERATE Steering Committee
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Fostering 
Age 

Inclusive 
Research

Fit For Filing
Real World 
Evidence

International 
Collaboration

Long Term 
Follow Up

Ongoing Multi-stakeholder Working Groups
Analyse specific paediatric oncology challenges and propose solutions


